
Report from FOSDEM 2011
By Hallvard Nygård, CS student at University of Stavanger
 

 
FOSDEM 2011, Free and Open source Software Developers' European Meeting 
2011, was held in Brussels, Belgium 5 - 6 February 2011. There are no 
admission charge to attend and are mainly financed by sponsor and through use 
of volunteers. I participating as a volunteer on the Friday before the conference 
started.
 



Foreach(talk)
The main tracks, lightning talks and two of the devrooms where recorded this year. Take a look 
at the videos at http://video.fosdem.org/.

Why Political Libery Depends on Software Freedom 
More Than Ever
Keynote by Eben Moglen. No notes.
 
Recording of the session can be found on the following URL:
http://video.fosdem.org/2011/maintracks/political.xvid.avi

What’s new in MySQL 5.5
In MySQL & friends-room by Lenz Grimmer.
 
MySQL 5.5 was released in desember 2010 by Oracle. InnoDB is now the default storage 
engine and it has also recived some performance improvements. InnoDB has also more tools 
for feedback on performance that can be handy when tweaking the settings. MySQL 5.5 has 
also got improved scalability and availability through replication. GIS part of MySQL can now 
make precise queries and does not use MBR.
 

Moving to the client - HTML5 is here
In Mozilla-room by Robert Nyman and Christian Heilmann.
 
Robert Nyman and Christian Heilmann was showing features of HTML5. I had seen some of 
them before, but there was also some I did know about. Was most impressed by the new form 
elements and validation of forms that is going to be implemented in HTML5. Looking forward to 
that.
 
Slides from the presentation can be found here: 
http://www.slideshare.net/cheilmann/moving-to-the-client-html5-is-here
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Power, Freedom, Software
In GNU-room by Karsten Gerloff.
 
With the easy to use cloud computing, how can we still maintain our freedom to use the 
software for any purpose, study it, redistribute it and modify it? Karsten, president of FSFE, 
talked about some problems with cloud computing and how open source software licenses 
starts to adapt (AGPLv3). He had a lot of links to good projects and protocols.
 
Slides from the presentation can be found here: 
http://fsfe.org/about/gerloff/20110205.FOSDEM.Software.Power.Freedom.pdf
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Non-free software advertisement
In GNU-room by Matthias Kirschner
Matthias Kirschner talked about FSFEs campaign to remove governments free advertisement of 
Adobe PDF reader. They have sendt letters, now around 2200, to governments around Europe 
and a few outside and are tracking the progress.
 
You can read more about the project on this page: 
http://fsfe.org/campaigns/pdfreaders/pdfreaders.html 
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Django’s architecture - the good, the bad, and the ugly
On the web frameworks-track by Andrew Godwin (Twitter: @andrewgodwin)
 
Django is starting to mature and are getting more stable. Almost everything changed since 
2005.  Andrew also told us that the purpose for Django had changed over time. “Software is 
never perfect”.
 

Good:
● contrib.admin
● The model layer
● Sensible abstractions
● GeoDjango
● Debugging tools
● New CSRF Protection
● Auto-escaping
● View API simplicity
● Python
● MultiDB
● Small actual core
● Documentation
● The community
● Not being too high-level

Bad:
● Old CSRF
● Schema changes
● Template implementations

 
Ugly:

● “Magic” (things that just happens but 
you might not know why)

● Too many reg ex
● Customising Auth
● Ifs in templates: “{%endif not 

equal %}”

 
Recording of the session can be found at the following URL:
http://video.fosdem.org/2011/maintracks/django.xvid.avi
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The Storage Technologies Behind Facebook 
Messages
On the cloud-track by Nicolas Spiegelberg. He told us about the challenges in storing data used 
in the message system of Facebook. Did not take notes during this session.
 
Recording of the session can be found at the following URL:
http://video.fosdem.org/2011/maintracks/facebook-messages.xvid.avi
 

Lightning talks
I attended the following lightning talks. Almost no notes where taken.

● Libre Graphics Magazine: Bringing F/LOSS Designers Together, One Dead Tree at a 
Time (Ginger Coons)

● Coreboot: x86 system boot and initialization (Rudolf Marek)
● XWiki: Annotating documents, the eXtensible wiki way (Anca Luca)
● Mongrel2: Lighting up IPv6 (Andrew Yourtchenko)

 
The lightning talk sessions can be found in the video archive:
http://video.fosdem.org/2011/lightningtalks/
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Rudolf Marek talking about Coreboot

 
 



Stands
A lot of the open source projects had stands in the hall ways. Both software and hardware was 
represented. Some of them are pictured below.
 

Mozilla stand. Please don’t hurt the web, use open standards poster.
 



Beagleboard.org. 6 Beagleboard players connected one monitor each and playing their part of 
the HD video.
 

A Atmel ARM-based evaluation kit running Android


